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EPA officials, residents spar over cleanup
By BECKY W. EVANS
Standard-Times staff writer
June 27, 2008 6:00 AM
NEW BEDFORD — Tensions flared during a Superfund cleanup meeting Thursday night as residents disagreed with 
Environmental Protection Agency officials over the potential health effects of dredging PCB-contaminated material in 
New Bedford Harbor. But everyone agreed they are frustrated with limited federal funding that threatens to drag out 
the cleanup for 38 more years.
EPA project manager Dave Dickerson said the agency is considering alternative cleanup strategies that would be 
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cheaper, and therefore faster, than the current method of processing dredged material and shipping it to a licensed 
PCB-landfill in Michigan. One method, Mr. Dickerson said, would be to dig a hole in the harbor, fill it with the 
contaminated sediment and cover it with a clean cap of soil. The city is planning to use this method, known as a 
Confined Aquatic Disposal cell, or CAD, to bury contaminated material that is sucked up during navigational dredging 
scheduled for the fall.

"What scares me is these people are always changing their mind," said Edwin Rivera, a West End resident who is 
president of the local advocacy group Hands Across the River Coalition. "I do not trust their science. It is always 
changing. It's whatever's the cheapest way out."
Mr. Rivera told EPA officials he was highly concerned about children playing this summer in Riverside Park on 
Belleville Avenue while the agency dredges about 25,000 cubic yards of PCB-contaminated material from a nearby 
cove, which sits between Coffin Avenue and Sawyer Street and borders the park. He asked if the EPA was going to 
warn families about dredging and tell their children to stay a certain distance from the fence that separates the park 
from the cove.
Mr. Dickerson responded that children and others who go to the park are "not at risk" for any health problems related 
to dredging in the cove. Thousands of air-monitoring tests have shown that "we don't have to worry about air quality" 
related to PCB-dredging in the harbor, he said.
"We take this issue very, very seriously," he said. "We don't think it's a problem."
Dredging of the cove is scheduled to start in mid-August and will last for about 45 days or as long as the $15 million in 
federal funds lasts. Since 2004, Congress has awarded $15 million to the New Bedford Harbor Superfund cleanup, 
which was designed for an $80 million annual budget.
The EPA is in the process of excavating contaminated material from the shoreline of the Aerovox building at 740 
Belleville Ave.
"We found additional material that we were not aware of and are chasing it and trying to get as much as we can," said 
EPA project manager Elaine Stanley.
The excavated material, which contains polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and certain toxic solvents, is being trucked 
to an enclosed building on the Aerovox site, where it is mixed with cement "to sequester volatile organic compounds 
(VOCs) and solids," Ms. Stanley said.
She said extensive air monitoring inside the building and around the perimeter of the site have shown "either no 
detection or close to zero" detection of VOCs, or chemicals that evaporate easily and may cause some short-term and 
long-term adverse health effects.
Air quality testing for PCBs at the site showed they are "nowhere near action level," she said, noting that test results 
for both PCBs and VOCs is available on the agency's website.
About 15 residents attended the meeting at the New Bedford Public Library.
Anne Wolfe and Adam Buck, who live on Sawyer Street next to the Superfund site headquarters, brought their 9-
month-old daughter Zoe to the meeting.
"We live right there and are very concerned," Mr. Buck said.
"We appreciate that the EPA has been really open with the public and the neighborhood," Ms. Wolfe said.
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